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When Tyco Tovs was looking for a
new toy ne in 1985 they settled on a
new line of Dinocsaur figures. The
action figure business was completely
foreign to the company known mainly
for its waln and slot car racing sets.
Actlon figures were even on the prod-
uct development team’s "Den't Even
Go There™ list. But action figure sales
topped £1 billian the previous vear and
some ideas resonate so loud they can't
be ignored. Kids love Dinosauss, but
Tyco managers were also correct in
realizing kids were too smart to try to

o buy  interaction with
oy cave men that didn't
| arrive for another 65
A million years, Mattel's

He-Man was al the
height of its popularity, so kids were
ripe to suspend belief encugh to allow
time travelers from a space kingdom to
warp back to the earth of 65,000,000
BC. These superior beings (the
WValcrians) could train these creatures to
be the wehicles they needed to wage
war against their enemies {the evil
Rulons) who had followed them to
Earth and developed a “brain box™ fo
get dinosaurs o do their biding. These
Dino-Riders  owtfitted their creatures
with weapons and other accessories,
which created a unique play emiron-

meent, The dinosaurs in the
line were Museun acow
rale  in every detail.
Fanlasiy was  reserved
stricthy for the fime travel-
ing human characters and the props
used for play situations. This was
Tueo's first action figure line. There was
no budget fo produce o TV series key o
the success of the keading action fiqure
lines of the times, so0 a videotape was
offered at cost for support, The first
vear Dino-Riders hit the shelves in
1988 the line sold $35 in the US and
topped $64 milion workhwide. The
tooling for the prehistaric creatures has
since been reused for the Smithsonkan
Dinosaurs (1992) and Cadillacs and
Dinosaurs (1993) lines,
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5021 Tyrammcsakinas Rex w)f
Krulos {Bitor /Cobnas 10 18
DI5022  Tricerwtops with
Hammerhead and

Sidewinder W 18
5023 Deinonychus wf Antor

and Bulon

Dinceaur Trap 7 12
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& Rulon Dinossus Trap 5 10

42  Tomart's Action Figure Digest

[ L

with TURRET Herole DinoRider
] il B ACCg v L1 1 €

AR
T4 RN Herek Dot

DIS0Z7  Presodactyl w/Llahd 5
CHE028  Ankvicsauras wibing 5
THSI2Y  Toreasurus w ! Cunesr
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