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The year: 1987, Action figures were at the peak of their creativity. Toy lines like Masters of the
Universe, G.I Joe and Transformers were respansible for some of the largest playsets and
widest assortments of toys ever available, as well sz the biggest revenues: Before that year,
the players had been Hasbro, Kenner and Mattel-tay company Tyeo had yet to enter the action
figure arena at all. But they entered it in a big way with their first line: Dino-Riders,

Like most 1980s toy lines, Dino-Riders revalved around two warring factions: the Valorians
(the good guys) and the reptilian Rulons (the baddies]. The Rulons had conquered the Valorishs'
home planet, and when the surviving Valorians used a time travel a
device to take them to prehistoric Earth, the Rulons : o warri
accidantally followed them. Dinosaurs roamed wild, %J & 3 of Optimus's gr » rubbe
and the Valorlans, using their telepathic powers, e
communicated with the dinosaurs, befriending them
5o they could ride around on them. The Rulons, seeking
to establish a balance through MAD. (Mutually
Assured Dinosaurs], used mind-contralling “brain
boxes” ta make thelr dinosaurs do their bidding,

The simple storyline—as explained in 14 animated
episodes and a series of comic books—featured one
of the most kid-friendly pairings in history, and the result
was an extramely welkdesigned toy line that
remains extremely desirable today. From the
fairly small pteranodon to the gargantuan
bhrontosaurus, kids could fit the accurate,
poseahble dinosaurs with futuristic weapanry.
Tyco took great pains with the design of the
dinosaurs and billad them as "Authentic 1/24
Scale” replicas, They were so realistic, in fact,
that the Smithasonian Institute reissued sav-
eral of the toys sans armor [see sidebar]l

While thelr cartnon was short-lived, the Dino-
Riders toy line lasted four years, although the last two
series were primarily available in Europe and are much more
rare. The third series [by far the hardest tofind today] only had three dinosaurs
in it, while the fourth series, redubbed “Ice Age,” abandoned dinogaurs
entirely and replaced them with furry, prehistoric mammals driven

by Neanderthals. BTRTHII:IM!MIIS
The Dino-Riders: yet another victim of climate chenge... WITH YUNGSTAR




DEFYING THE ODDS, THE DINO-RIDERS
CAME BACK...AS OTHER TOYS!

THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE DINOSAUR
EDLLE[‘.T.[DN (1992)
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MAKING PRE-HISTORY

‘TOYFARE' SITS DOWN WITH THE TWO MEN WHO BROUGHT THE DINO-RIDERS TO LIFE

Starting a new action flgure line is no small undertaking, so if you're going ta do it, you want the
right people on your team. Warren Bosch was the head ef Reasearch and Development at Tyco
who would later work on Crash Test Dummies. Paul Kirchner was an experienced toy illustrator
who had drawn comic strips for He-Man, Go-Bots and Thundercats magazines. Both of them
were there for the launch of Dino-Riders, and with the help of the rest of the Tyco team and a
paleontologist named “Dinosaur Bob," they made some great toys.
ToyFare: Where did the idea for Dino-Riders come from?

it Jim Allie, the executive VP of marketing, came in one morning and said that during his
marning shower he had gotten this idea of combining action figures with dinosaurs. That was all
he had, So I started thinking about it and woke up the next morning with the idea of having alien
creatures visit the planet Earth in the ancient past and taking their advanced technology and
cambining it with the dinosaurs' natural abilities. Therefore a flying dinosaur would have jet packs
tomake it fly faster; & running dinosaur would have something to assist it to run faster, and saon.
Paul, how did you get involved with Dino-Riders?

They had this idea for good guys and bad guys riding dinosaurs, and they wanted
someone to develop the concept. Larry Hama, a friend of mine in the comic industry who worked an
G.L Joe, recommended me for it. They had some of the most Interesting ideas—they had already
gotten the concept of the brain box that the bad guys put on the dinosaurs versus the telepathic
communication with the good guys, but they needed a rationale of how they would be on Earth at
the time of the dinosaurs and what the fight was about. I came up with the cast of characters and
the backstory, and [ also drew the comics that came with the toys. At one point,

I'had the dinosaurs being more Disney-ish and talking, and they said, "Ne.
How did the first M.A.5.K.-inspired prototype come about?

% 1 had one of our designers start on a sculpture of a deinonychus,
a dinosaur that had been recently discovered. He did a terrible job of the T LATE
sculpture, and we had a presentation the following day, so basically I tore ( gop WORK,
it all apart and atarted over from seratch. It took me all pight=I painted it HERE/
up and took bits and pieces of things and some original parts and a
figure from Kenner's MAS.K. line and stuck it on there, and that's the
model we used for the first presentation.
Where did you get all of your scientific data from?

A paleontologist named Dinosaur Bob [Dr. Robert Bakker]
was actually pretty involved. He was a high-
profile scientist and kind of a strange character.
They were trying to be as accurate as possible; but
he had a conflict with marketing. For example,
Tyco wanted to make the brontossurus because
It was a popular and well-known dinosaur, but
ke had a problem with that, because
"brontosaurus’ was a name
that wasn't used in the &
scientific community. 4.0
Were there any eng- £08
nesring challenges
with the line? :

Early an, T L' s -
got in an argument -t
with the head of the engi-
neering department, Don Martin, about
whether or not the deinonychus would stand
up. All he had seen up to that point were the 0
drawings, and he said, "You're gonna need R'
feet the size of quarters to make it stand r
up.” And I said, "But Don, it was a real *‘ i
animall It stoodupl” So Iwent back inthe 174 8 %
RED department, got the modal T had | o
made and stood it on the table, and it stood ﬂﬁ' '
38

WHAT
ARE YOU, A SLOW-
LOCIRAPTORP

up. But there were a lot of stories like that,
whera we had a natural animal on the one hand,
and then the engineering department had the
challenge of making a million of them. TF
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